
What Does the Bible Say About Baptism? 
 
The first baptisms of the Church took place on the very birthday of the church.  In Acts 2:38 it says that 
after the crowd was convicted of the truth of Peter’s message about Jesus, they asked “What must we 
do?”  Peter answered, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Because baptism has not always been followed biblically throughout the history of the church, we want to 
clarify what the Bible does say about it. 
 
What is it? 
 
- “Baptism” is a Greek word that means “to immerse, to dip, plunge, overwhelm.”  It always involved 
being submerged.  The word never got translated into the English language.  Instead, it was transliterated.  
Unfortunately, it has been given other meanings over the centuries (e.g. initiated). 
 
- In the Bible, baptism is going down into the water and being raised back up. Acts 8:38,39 (Ethiopian)  
Matthew 3:14-16 (Jesus) 
 
- Baptism portrays a death and resurrection. 

- of Christ (Romans 6:4-5) – “buried with Him in baptism into death – so that as Christ was raised 
from the dead, so we too might walk in newness of life.” 

 
- of the one being baptized - the old self as sinner being put to death and the new self in Christ 
being raised in new life (Romans 6:4-8) – “As we have been united with Him in His death, we 
also will be raised as He was.” 

 
- It is in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
- it is an act of submission (not a work) to Jesus.  The command is to “be baptized.”  It is 
something done to you, not something you do. 

 
The founders of the denominations that no longer practice immersion agreed: 
  

• John Calvin (Presbyterian) The word “baptize” signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion was the 
practice of the ancient church.   

• Martin Luther (Lutheran) I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely immersed, as the 
word imports and the mystery signifies. 

• John Wesley (Methodist) “Buried with Him” alludes to baptizing by immersion according to the custom 
of the first church. 

 
Why be baptized? 
- Jesus commanded it for all who believe in Him.  (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16) 
 
- Jesus said “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”  (John 14:15) 
 
- In baptism, we identify with Christ.  (Galatians 3:27) – “You who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.” 
 
- In baptism, we identify with His Church (1 Corinthians 12:13) “By one Spirit we were all baptized into 



one body.” 
 
- Baptism is God’s prescribed way to demonstrate our initial faith in Christ (along with confession 
and repentance).  It is a God given objective moment where we display our subjective faith in Jesus 
Christ as opposed to a man made tradition (e.g. the mourner’s bench or the sinner’s prayer).  This 
is why we find language connecting baptism to salvation, such as 1 Peter 3:21, which says “baptism 
now saves you, not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience.”  
The water and the act of baptism do not save us.  Ephesians 2:8-10 tells us that is the role of God’s 
grace.  There is nothing holy about the water.  What is holy is the faith of the believer.  God’s grace 
saves us, but baptism is a moment in which we appeal to God in our faith in His grace.  In that 
sense, baptism is an occasion of salvation.  This is why Acts 2:38 says, “Be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”  Or Acts 22:16, “Arise, be baptized and wash away 
your sins.” 
 
So we can say that we are saved BY grace, THROUGH faith, AT baptism.  Grace is the means or 
basis.  Faith is the arm that reaches out to accept grace.  Baptism is how we express that faith 
(according to God).  Man tries to replace that with his own substitutes such as the sinner’s prayer. 
 
We allow for the mystery of exactly when forgiveness occurs, but the Bible teaches that a believer follow 
this important step. 
 
When should I be baptized? 
 
- As soon as you believe in Jesus Christ or as soon as you realize that He commands you to be baptized.  
In the New Testament. there was no such thing as an unimmersed believer. 
 
- Acts 8:37- Ethiopian ; Acts 16:31-33 – Philippian jailer - In the New Testament, there was an 
immediacy to baptism. We believe there should be today in following the New Testament. So it is usually 
more private than public – usually not on Sunday morning, but when a person comes to faith in Jesus. 
 
- Acts 18:24-26 – Apollos delayed for lack of knowledge. 
 
What if ....? 
 
-What if I was baptized as an infant?  It was not a demonstration of your own faith. Notice Acts 8:37 – “If 
you believe with all your heart you may.” and Mark 16:15-16 
 
- We certainly accept baptisms from other churches – as long as it was an act of your own faith and 
immersion. 
 
- What if I was sprinkled as a believer?  Baptize=immerse – We ask you to follow in the obedience of 
your faith what God has commanded of you. 
 
Notice the example of Apollos in Acts 18:24-26.  The question is not “What if” but “Why not now?” 
 
To follow Jesus’ command to be baptized as He commanded is never a matter of being “rebaptized.”  You 
are only doing now in good conscience and obedience of faith what you realize you have not done before. 
 
Not all Christians will agree on everything about baptism and what it means.  But this much we should 
agree on.  Christ commanded it and if we love Him, we will keep His commandments. 
 


